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Three new species of Cuscuta from Mexico 

T. G. YUNCKER 

(with three text figures) 

In studying collections of Cuscuta from Mexico three species 
have been discovered which, it is believed, have not been 
hitherto described. Descriptions of these new species, together 
with camera lucida sketches, are given below. With the addi- 
tion of these the number of species of Cuscuta now known to 
occur in Mexico is thirty-six. 

Cuscuta dentatasquamata sp. no v. 

Stems medium to slender. Flowers reddish, 3-4 mm. long, 
on pedicels shorter than or mostly about equal to the flowers, 
in rather compact, cymose clusters; calyx deep, lobes exceeding 
the corolla tube, triangular, acute, slightly overlapping at the 
base, thickened in the median region, forming a small carina 
on most of the lobes; corolla campanulate, lobes triangular, 
acute, upright or spreading, shorter than the tube and with 
slightly uneven margins; stamens shorter than the corolla lobes, 
filaments stoutish and about equal to the oval or orbicular 
anthers; scales about reaching the stamens, dentate, with 




Fig. 1. Cuscuta dentatasquamata Yuncker 
A. Flower, X 5. B. Opened corolla, X 5- C. Individual scale, X 10. 
D. Opened calyx, X 5. E. Capsule, X 5. 

few processes, bridged at about the middle, not firmly adherent 
to the corolla; styles slender, about equal to, or longer than, the 
depressed-globose ovary. Capsule large, depressed-globose, 
thin, somewhat irregularly circumscissile, carrying the withered 
corolla about it; seeds about 1.5 mm. long, globose, two to four 
in each capsule, hilum oblong, transverse. 

This species falls in section Eugrammica, subsection Lepti- 
I.OBAE, near Cuscuta Choisiana Yuncker. It differs from that 
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species, however, in the color of the flowers, and in the shape of 
the scales and of the calyx and corolla lobes. It superficially 
resembles Cuscuta partita Choisy, but differs from that species 
in possessing shorter corolla lobes, dentate scales, shorter fila- 
ments and larger flowers. 

The only specimen examined was from Los Pinitos, Sonora, 
Mexico (Hartman 119), the type, in the Gray Herbarium. 

Cuscuta cozumeliensis sp. nov. 
Stems rather coarse. Flowers 4-5 mm. long, on pedicels 
about as long as, or shorter than, the flowers, in cymose clusters; 
calyx shorter than the corolla tube, lobes ovate-orbicular, over- 
lapping, somewhat fleshy toward the base, margins very uneven ; 
corolla campanulate, lobes much shorter than the tube, erect 
or spreading, overlapping, obtuse or rarely slightly acutish, 
margins uneven; stamens shorter than the lobes, filaments 
stoutish, about equal to, or slightly longer than, the oval anthers; 
scales not reaching the stamens, oblong, moderately fringed 
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Fig. 2. Cuscuta cozumeliensis Yuncker 
A. Flower, X 5- B. Opened corolla, X 5- C. Opened calyx, X 5- 
Individual scale, X 10. E. Ovary, X 5- 

with medium length processes, bridged at about a quarter of 
their height; styles slender, much longer than the depressed- 
globose ovary. The only specimen seen of this species is 
fragmentary and not ripe enough to show capsules. The ovary, 
however, gives indications that the capsule would be definitely 
circumscissile and probably carry the withered corolla about it. 

This species falls in section Eugrammica, subsection Ob- 
tusilobae, near Cuscuta macrocephala Schaffner, from which it 
differs in the stamens not being sessile as they are in that species, 
and in having smaller stigmas and longer processes on the scales. 
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It might be confused with Cuscuta floribunda H. B. K., from 
which it differs in having shorter corolla lobes and shorter scales; 
with Cuscuta corymbosa grandiflora Engelm., from which it 
differs in the corolla not bulging between the filament attach- 
ments and with' broader scales; and with Cuscuta linctoria 
wartius, from which it differs in its larger flowers and pro- 
portionately shorter corolla lobes and shorter scales. 

The specimen examined was from Cozumel Island, Yucatan, 
Mexico (Gaunter go), the type, in the Gray Herbarium. 

Cuscuta durangana sp. nov. 
Stems slender. Flowers membranous, about 2 mm. long, on 
pedicels mostly as long as, or longer than, the flowers, in cymose 
panicles; calyx about as long as the corolla or scarcely reaching 
the sinus; lobes ovate, obtuse or, rarely, acutish, not over- 
lapping; corolla campanulate; lobes ovate, obtuse, spreading, 
later becoming reflexed, about as long as the tube; stamens short- 
er than the lobes, the large, 
oval, versatile anthers about 
equal to the stoutish filaments; 
scales about reaching the sta- 
mens, obovate or spatulate, 
fringed about the upper half, 
bridged low ; styles slender and 
longer than the globose ovary. 
Capsule depressed-globose, 
circumscissile, carrying the 
withered corolla about it; ap- 
parently mostly two-seeded ; 
seeds ovate, slightly rostrate, 
about 1-.5 mm. long, hilum 
oblong, oblique. 
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Fig. 3. Cuscuta durangana Yuncker 
A. Flower, X 5 B. Opened corolla, 
X 5 C. Opened calyx, X 5 D. Cap- 
sule, X 5. E. Individual scale, X 10. 



This species falsi in section Eugrammica, subsection Obtusi- 
lobae, near Cuscuta applanata Engelm. It differs from this 
species, however, in having longer pedicels and a looser inflores- 
cence and in not exhibiting keels on the calyx. It superficially 
resembles Cuscuta umbellata H. B. K. The obtuse corolla and 
calyx lobes easily distinguish this species, however. 

The only specimen examined was from Durango, Mexico 
(Endlich 268), the type, in the herbaruim of the Botanical 
Institute at Dahlem (a small bit in the writer's herbarium). 
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